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Introduction: What are raptors?
Red-tailed 
hawk (Buteo 
jamaicensis)

Image by Daniel 
Brown

Osprey
(Pandion haliaetus)
Image by David Brown

Central image: Appleton, Avery J., R. Christopher O’Brien, and Pepper W. Trail. “Species Identification of Golden and Bald Eagle Talons Using Morphometrics.” Journal of Raptor Research 50.1 (2016): 76-83.

(Haliaeetus leucocephalus)

Bald eagle

Peregrine falcon
(Falco peregrinus)

Barn owl
(Tyto alba)

Image: Steven Ward



Graphic by Bryce Robinson of Ornithologi.

What are raptors?

Turkey vulture (Cathartes aura)

Image: hubert999/ Shutterstock.com

Commentary: Defining 
Raptors and Birds of 
Prey. (2019). McClure et 
al. Journal of Raptor 
Research 53 (4), 419-
430. 



Why the special considerations?

There are no special legal regulations for raptors as a group; they are 
protected provincially  (Wildlife Act), alongside other species not 
protected by the Migratory Convention Act.

➢ Apex predator;  can be indicator species of ecosystem health

➢ Sensitive to changes in habitat availability, prey abundance; 
experience bioaccumulation of pollutants

➢ Relatively low recruitment in general (not all)

➢ Less likely to go unnoticed in the workplace; due diligence

➢ Charismatic species, human connection with natural world

➢ HPAI and raptors, a developing challenge



Migratory Bird Convention Act (federal) 

➢ Established in 1916, and updated in 1994, to protect 
migratory  birds considered to either be useful or non-
harmful to human agenda

➢ Many groups of birds are excluded from this act, including 
Corvidae (jays, crows, ravens), Falconidae (falcons, 
caracaras), Accipitidrae (osprey, kites, eagles, harriers, 
hawks), Cathartidae (vultures), Strigidae & Tytonidae (owls), 
among others.

➢ Those not protected are protected under provincial or 
territorial law, as well as Species at Risk Act, when applicable



Schedule 1 species of Migratory 
Bird Regulations

Updated in 2022, Schedule 1 species have 
further protection under the Migratory Bird 
Regulations, where their nests must not be 
disturbed or removed for the following 
waiting periods:

Waiting period (months)

12 24 36

Pigeon Guillemot Great Egret Pileated Woodpecker

Rhinoceros Auklet Great Blue Heron

Atlantic Puffin Cattle Egret

Tufted Puffin Green Heron

Horned Puffin Snowy Egret

Manx Shearwater Black-crowned Night Heron

Northern Gannet

Fork-tailed Storm Petrel

Leach’s Storm Petrel

Cassin`s Auklet

Ancient MurreletImage: Neva L Scheve



BC Wildlife Act (provincial)

Wildlife Act:

Birds, nests and eggs

34. A person commits an offence if the person, except as provided 

by regulation, possesses, takes, injures, molests or destroys

(a) a bird or its egg,

(b) the nest of an eagle, peregrine falcon, gyrfalcon, osprey, 

heron or burrowing owl, or

(c) the nest of a bird not referred to in paragraph (b) when 

the nest is occupied by a bird or its egg.

Burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia)
Image: Tom Vezo/ Nature Picture Library

Gyrfalcon nest (Falco Rusticolus)
Image: Tundra Conservation Network



SARA (federal)

Image: Ryan Sanderson, 
Macaulay Library

Subsection 61(1) of SARA: No person shall destroy any part of the critical habitat of a 
listed endangered or threatened terrestrial species at risk that is on non- federal lands.

For many SARA listed species, there are species-specific 
regulations and recovery plans. (E.g. Prothonotary warbler).

Endangered Threatened Special concern

Barn owl (Eastern) Ferruginous hawk Peregrine Falcon

Burrowing owl Barn owl (west) Flammulated owl

Western Screech 
owl

Short-eared owl

Northern goshawk



Permits for removal

➢ Ministry of Forest, Lands, & Natural Resource Operations (FLNRO) issue 
permits

➢ Usually mitigation/compensation strategy is required

Image: Hancock Wildlife Foundation Image: Oceana Canada



Recognizing nests/signs of raptor activity

Pellets & prey 
remains



Recognizing nests/signs of raptor activity

Mutes

Feathers

Image: R Lolli Morrow

Image: The 
Feather Atlas

Plucked prey

Moulted



Recognizing nests/signs of raptor activity

Shells



Nest structure

Sharp-shinned hawk nest

Recognizing nests/signs of raptor activity

Image: Guy Monty
Saw-whet 
owl in cavity 
nest

Bald eagle nest

Image: Tom Clausen
Cavity with down on entrance



Behaviour

Soaring, diving/mobbing

Image: Steve Ringman (Seattle Times)

Vocalizations

Image: Christopher Dodds



Breeding cycle phases

Image: Ron Dudley

Courtship, 
nest building, 

copulation

Egg laying, 
incubation

Nestling Fledgling
Image: Alex Rogals Image: Ty Smedes

Image: Alex Rogals

Image: Laura Goggin



Spatial organization

Disturbance at different levels of 
organization within the territories cause 
stress, and can vary in impact across 
phases of breeding cycle

Image: Murielle Bennett



https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/natural-resource-
stewardship/best-management-practices/raptor_conservation_guidelines_2013.pdf



Where a Species at Risk has a Recovery Plan, 
that report’s recommended buffers and timing 
take precedence to this table. Always check for 

the latest information when dealing with species 
at risk.



Guidelines for Raptor Conservation during Urban and Rural Land Development in British 
Columbia (2013)





Image: Jim Culp





City of Nanaimo - Tree protection bylaw

City of Campbell River
Environmental Protection Bylaw



Removing nests/nest trees

➢ Consult with a QEP
➢ Removals outside of breeding period
➢ Permits

○ Provincial, Municipal
➢ Compensation

○ Relocating nest structure
➢ Wildlife tree retention

○ Nesting and/or prey species habitat
➢ Documentation



Pruning Considerations

➢ Leave the nest structure alone
➢ Avoid the temptation to ‘improve’ flyways.
➢ Below the nest can matter as much as above
➢ Try to retain perches, if identifiable. 

○ Plucking perches may not be in the nest tree.
➢ Do not worry about your ‘scent’.
➢ Assess circumstances if identified during works

○ Behaviour
○ Timing
○ Weather





Opportunities with raptors for arborists 





Resources 

➢ MARS Wildlife Rescue Center (Mountainaire Avian Rescue Society) - Comox 
Valley

➢ The Raptor Rescue Society - Duncan
➢ BCSPCA Wild Animal Rehabilitation Center - Metchosin
➢ North Island Wildlife Center - Errington
➢ Wildlife Natural Care Center - Saltspring Island



Thank You


